INVENTORY: Technology

r change

From a phone that helps you disconnect
to a discreetly motorised bicycle, here’s
how to tool up for a smarter way of living.
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Samsung
Freestyle projector

A big-screen TV might offer
the pleasures of a near-
cinematic picture but it comes
with a downside: when
it’s switched off, its black
rectangle can dominate the
room. The solution? Weighing
less than 1kg, Samsung’s
Freestyle projector is almost
preposterously compact but it
can display an image of more
than 2.5 metres. You'll need
a flat surface, wall or ceiling,
and ideally it’'ll be white (paisley
wallpaper won't help). However,
the Freestyle can optimise the
colour tone to compensate
for a coloured wall. It’s clever
enough to adjust the picture
S0 you get a perfectly straight,
right-angled image that focuses
automatically, even if you
position it wonkily.

If there’s a drawback, it's
that the Freestyle projects
an HD rather than a 4K image.
It can also struggle in brighter
rooms but the scale and
simplicity might be impressive
enough to overcome this.
Its built-in speakers deliver
decent, multidirectional sound
too. For ultimate portability,
you can even connect it to an
external battery pack for an
evening of alfresco viewing.
samsung.com

This is not a smartphone.
Designed for calls and texts,
rather than apps or endless
online use, Swiss firm Punkt’s
MP02 seeks to remind us that
we don’t have to spend all of
our time with our eyes glued
to portable screens. Crafted
by product designer Jasper
Morrison, the phone has a
modest 5cm colour screen

but it sticks to monochrome

in most situations, giving it a
retro feel. As well as the original
black model, it's now available
in a quiet but eye-catching pale
blue. Its soft-touch finish is
tactile, as are its number keys.
Its features include an alarm
clock, calendar, calculator and
note-making tool. The MP02’s
4G connectivity might seem
unnecessary but it's there to
allow you to link your tablet

or laptop to the internet. A
final benefit of forgoing a big,
colour touch screen is that the
battery goes on and on.
punkt.ch

Audio Pro

. C10 Mk Ii speaker

o

Audio Pro’s update to its C10 speaker improves on the original
with extra bass as part of a balanced, detailed sound. Though

it offers plenty of comph, it's a versatile model that's suitable

for subtler playlists too. It's light and portable, with a useful
leather carry handle; you can also connect several speakers
wirelessly for multiroom audio. This limited-edition version comes

| in two colours: a demure sand and perky sage green. lts new

connectivity options offer users a choice of ways to play music
wirelessly. You can also pick up the C10 Mk Il in black, grey and
white; these come with a removable speaker grille for a more
discreet aesthetic but lack the nifty carry handle.

| audiopro.com

Ampler
Stellar e-bike

Don't think of bicycles with
motors as cheating: after all,
they can spur you to saddle
up on days when you can’t
quite face your commute’s
hilly climbs — and it's better to
pedal away for some of your
journey than none at all. Where
Estonian brand Ampler does
cheat, however, is in cunningly
hiding the battery in the frame,
so your e-bike looks exactly

like an ordinary bicycle. Best
of all, it has a range of up o
100km and takes just two and
a half hours to recharge.
Ampler offers a wide range of
bikes but for a great all-rounder
we'd plump for the Stellar, with
its step-through frame and
relaxed riding position (you
sit pretty much upright). It
comes with built-in lighting
and the latest models have
app-controlled anti-theft
protection and GPS location.
amplerbikes.com
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